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By RALPH GIBBS

Coast Guard

Irate was how Sarah Culbertson described Daniel pement, the man who
walked into the B&B Bar on Shelikof Street and saturated customers with
He wasn't arrested until the second incident.

Culbertson said that on Feb. 9, she arrived at B,&B Bar about the same
time Pement was being escorted out by several customers under the urging
of the bartender.
"He was yelling and refusing to leave," Culbertson said.
Having
She

just knew he was upset.

"He was pretty irate. He was yelling and screaming (obscenities) at
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just arrived, Culbertson wasn't sure if the man was drunk or not.

people," she said.
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bear spray on Friday night, not once, but twice.
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About 15 minutes later, Pement charged back into the bar, fired bear
spray and fled. The Kodiak Police Department said in a press release that
officers responded to the incident and after a few minutes found pement
near the public bathrooms near the Harbormaster's office.
Officers seized the bear spray, but before officers took pement into
custody, they received a report of someone wielding a knife at the Ocean
Beauty Seafoods bunkhouse on Hemlock Street.

"In Alaska, there is what we call a misdemeanor in presence requirement,
which means that police officers cannot arrest on a misdemeanor charge
unless it was committed in their presence, with the exception being a DUI
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and domestic violence," police Chief T.C. Kamai said.

Kamai said what officials intended to do was detain him and take him
back to the bar and see if anyone was willing to press charges.

However, before they could do that, officers received

a call about

a

person wielding a knife and threatening people.

"They made, in my opinion, the appropriate decision, in that they relieved
him of the instrument he used. They had all of his contact information ...
(and) ran to this other call," Kamai said.

When police arrived
"subdued on the

floof

at the bunkhouse, they

found Jonathan Cary

by several unidentified people.

Witnesses said that for no apparent reason, Cary "picked up a knife and
began to swing and attempt to stab them, causing them to fear for their
safety," Kamai said.

"I

http

don't think we were able to identifo a motive," Kamai said.
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don't
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know if there are issues with this person, and I'm just suggesting this.
I'm not saying this is the case, I don't know if he has any mental health
issues or if something precipitated

it."

Kamai said that witnesses said Cary had been acting 'oddly" for a time
prior to the assault.

Cary injured one person before witnesses were able tO subdue him.
Kamai said the wound wasn't serious,
Cary was arrested and transported to Kodiak City Jail on felony charges of
assault in the third degree.

The following day, officers again responded to the B&B Bar after
reported that customers had again been hit with bear spray.

it

was

Police discovered Pement walking down Shelikof Street, seized another
can of bear spray and placed him under arrest, charging him ririth six
counts of misdemeanor assault in the fourth degree.

"I'm not aware of any motive," Kamai said. "I think he was probably still
pretty upset that he was ejected from the bar. Admittedly, that is not
typical behavior. We don't normally see something like that.'
Culbertson doesn't know why the man sprayed them. All she knows is
was painful.

it

'It bums really badly," Culbertson sald, "You can't open your eyes, it's
just watering. I had it in my throat as well. Everybody was screaming."
Mirror writer Ralph Gibbs can be reach via e-mail
rg ibbs@kodiakdai lymi

at
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Bear spray bandit sentenced to 5
months

I printable version ]
text size: [-] [+]

Article published on Monday, April 7th, 2O0B
By RALPH GIBBS
Mirror Writer

After reading a letter of apology to the customers of the B&B bar for
covering them in bear spray, Daniel pement was sentenced last week by
District Court Judge Steve Cole to five months in prison.
"My behavior and reaction to the theft of a small amount of money was
irrational and totally out of character,,, pement said reading from his letter.
"My behavior was alcohol-induced and I would like to extend my deepest
apology to the B&B establishment and all patrons who suffered from mv
actions."
On Feb. 9, Pement was drinking at the B&B bar when he began accusing
the bartender of stealing 95. The exchange became heated and according
to police records, Pement was politely asked to leave.
A witness said that Pement was eventually forced from the bar by several
patrons.
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Approximately 15 minutes later, pement barged back into the bar,
covered the customers in bear spray and fled the scene.
Bear spray is a form of pepper spray used to ward off bear attacks. When

the spray comes in contact with the skin it causes a buming sensation.
According to the Alaska Science Center Web site, what makes the spray
most effective is "the way it affects the mucous membranes, primarily
those of the eyes, nose and lungs. (Bear spray) immediately causes these
tissues to swell and the result is a nearly total, yet temporary, loss of sight
and severe restriction of breathing.'
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Brandon Wright, one of those affected at the B&B bar told the prosecutor
that the affects of the bear spray lasted all week and every time he took a
shower it burned his skin.
Police responded to the initial assault and found pement walking near the
public restrooms on the corner of Shelikof Street and Marine Way.

-

"The defendant claimed that he used the bear spray to defend himself
from three guys who were attempting to assault him in the bar,,, Kodiak
Police officer Brock Simmons wrote in his affidavit. ..The defendant could
not give me any details about the incident and had no visible injuries.,'
Simmons seized the bear spray, but before he could take pement into
custody, he received a report of someone wielding a knife.

"In Alaska. there is what we call a misdemeanor in-presence requirement,
which means that police officers cannot arrest on a misdemeanor charge
unless it was committed in their presence, with the exception being a DUI
and domestic violence," police Chief T.C. Kamai said.
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Kamai said what simmons intended to do was detain pement
and take
him back to the bar and see if anyone was willing to press charges_
However, before he courd do that, he received a cail
about a Derson

wielding a knife and threatening people.

About 24 hours rater, pement retumed and spayed B&B customers again.
simmons again responded to the scene and found pement warking down
shelikof street. After officers seized another can of bear spray, pement was
placed in custody and jailed, facing seven counts of assault in the fourth
degree and three counts of reckless endangerment_

In a plea bargain, Pement agreed to plead guirty to one count of assault
in the fourth from each incident. The other five counts and the three counts
of reckless endangerment were dropped.
cole sentenced Pement to 12 months on the first account and 11 months
on the second with nine months suspended on both.

"I

can't underscore how serious this is," Cole said before sentencing
"If this were the first time you were in court ... and you had just
done it once, I think you would be looking at a substantially lesser
Pement.

sentence.
it again."

It

really concerns me that you came back a second time and did

In addition to time behind bars, pement was sentenced to five years
probation, a 92,5O0 fine on each accounts ($2,000 suspended on each) and
ordered to attend alcohol counseling after release.
As part of the plea bargain, pement also agreed to get a mental health
screening.

With time served, Pement will be released from Jail in luly. He plans to
return to North Carolina.

Mirror writer Ralph Gibbs can be reached by e-mail at
rgibbs@kodiakdailymirror.com.
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